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SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF INTERIOR MINISTER TO U.S. 

REF: BANGKOK 7173 

1 . INTERIOR MINISTER SAMAK SUNTHORAWET LEFT BANGKOK 
ON JUNE 1 FOR A THREE WEEK TRIP DURING WHICH HE WILL 
VISIT VARIOUS COUNTRIES IN EUROPE (ISRAEL, FRANCE, 

WEST GERMANY AND BRITAIN), THE U.S. AND JAPAN. THE 
TRIP IS BUILT AROUND HIS ATTENDANCE AT THE ILO MEETING 
IN GENEVA AS HEAD OF THE HTAI DELEGATION. SAMAK IS, 
HOWEVER, TAKING THEOPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH THAI 
STUDENTS ABROAD TO EXPLAIN THE ' TRUE SITUATION IN 
THAILAND." HE DID NOT RPT, NOT ASK THE EMBASSY FOR 
ASSISTANCE IN DEVELOPING HIS PROGRAM AND EXPECTS 

NO RPT. NO OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS. TRIP SHOULD BE 
REGARDED AS ESSENTIALLY PRIVATE AS FAR AS HIS 
OFFICIAL POSTION IS CONCERNED. 
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2. SAMAK WILL PROBABLY BE IN THE U.S. THE SECOND 
FULL WEEK OF JUNE. HE HAS INDICATED THAT HE WILL 
VISIT CHICAGO, NEW YORK, AND LOS ANGELES TO TALK 
WITH THAI STUDENTS IN THESE CITIES DURING HIS STAY 
IN THE UMS. HE DID THE SAME DURING HIS LAST VISIT 
TO THE U.S. (REFTEL). THE REPORTED INTENSITY OF THE 
ANTI-GOVERNMENT FEELING AMONG THAI STUDENTS ABROAD 
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AS WELL AS THE ACTIVITIES OF DR. PUAI UNGPHAKON 
(FORMER RECTOR OF THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY) APPARENTLY 
INFLUENCED HIS DECISION TO MAKE ANOTHER TRIP 
TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION IN THAILAND TO STUDENT 
AUDIENCES. 

3. AS NOTED ABOVE, SAMAK HAS NOT RPT NOT ASKED 
FOR ANY ASSISTANCE FROM THE EMBASSY OR THE 
DEPARTMENT. HE HAS IN FACT BEEN LATH TO GIVE US 
DETAILS OF HIS TRIP. POSSIBLY FOR PERSONAL SECURITY 
REASONS (EMBASSY NOTE: THERE HAVE BEEN TWO KNOWN 
ATTEMPTS ON SAMAK'S LIFE IN THAILAND WITHIN THE 
LAST SIX MONTHS). 

4. THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATIN 
WHICH COMES TO THE DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION ON THE 
R REACTION OF THE STUDENTS TO SAMAK'S VISITS. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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